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Pastoral Reflections—July 2020 

 
Dear Churches, 

 
I’m excited to move into the parsonage and begin to meet all of you. I wanted to use 
this newsletter to talk about how I think we can move forward and begin to have wor-
ship services again. Following the guidelines from the state and those from our bishop 
as well, I would like us to begin services July 5th at all 3 churches of the charge, with 
some changes to try to be faithful to protect the health of our churches and our fami-
lies and communities.  
 Masks will be strongly encouraged indoors, especially when entering and exiting the 
churches. Please try to maintain social distancing between family units, like leaving eve-
ry other pew open. We will not pass offering plates but instead have them available for 
you to place your tithes and offerings. It was suggested to me that Centerville and Ri-
ceville would like to have communion, but individuals or families will bring their own 
bread instead of sharing one loaf of bread and we will have the individual communion 
cups. For the time being we won’t be having bulletins printed. The bishop and others 
have also cautioned against congregational singing indoors so I would encourage us to 
listen to the hymns or songs being played and either hum along or meditate on the 
words as we listen. It might seem strange, but I believe even this is an opportunity to 
respect the guidance and care of our bishop and leaders, but also an opportunity to 
maybe experience God in a different way. 
I know this has been and may continue to be a difficult and frustrating time, but I 
think it’s important for us to remember that whatever difficulties or obstacles we 
face, God is with us. I believe God wants us to do what we can to keep ourselves and our 
neighbors safe. I understand that masks are an issue for some because of health rea-
sons or otherwise, and while we can’t force people to wear one, I would encourage it, 
but also understand if you do not wear one. If you feel ill at all please stay home and be 
safe. If you don’t feel comfortable joining in worship yet we will understand that as 
well. I will try to record the services and upload them online. Let’s try to remain re-
spectful of other’s decisions to stay home or join in worship at this time and whether 
others are comfortable with shaking hands or not. 
I know we all want to get back to normal and hopefully getting back to worshipping to-
gether will help in that process, but let’s remember our primary calling to love God and 
to love our neighbor. Let’s try to keep our neighbors’ health and well-being in mind as we 
begin to worship together again, understanding that this is a challenging and new season 
for all of us. 
It’s my understanding that Parade Street usually has church council and trustees on 
the first Tuesday of the month so that will be Tuesday July 7th. 
 

God bless, 

Pastor Eric 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Benjamin 
Bailey 

2 Betsy Van 
Tassel 

3 Erika 

Higby 

4 

5 Erica 

Mooney 

John Ensle 

6 Rylee 
Stewart 

7 P—
Trustless 
6:00 pm 
Council 
6:30 
Sherry 
Jardine 
Jeff & Jan 
Mitchell 2007  

8 9 Mary 
Jane Clark 

Harper 
Stewart 

10 Gary & 
Betsy Van 

Tassel 1971 

Audrey Allen 

11 Tiffany 

Hedderick 

12 Brad 
Wise 

13 14 15 Dave & 
Valerie Light-

ner 2000 

16 John & 

Bonnie Yost 

17 Sandi 

Wright 

Barbara 
Klakamp 

18 Norma 

Lasher 

Terry & Ann 
Smith 

19 Breanna 
Johnson 

Rikki Spen-
cer 

Mike & Chris 
Cooney 1980 

20 Amanda 

Johnson 

Cyrus 
Heckathorn 

21 22 23 Matilda 

Houser 

24 Tammy 
Blystone 

Piper Cham-
berlain 

25 Violet 
Hull 

Steve & 
Melissa 
Chamberlain 
2008 

26 Leon 

Henry 

Gavin Fuller 

27 Dennis 

Peterson 

Rubie Gilson 

 

28 29 Jan 
Mitchell 

30 Diane 
Alexander 

Amber St 
John 

Ginny Lewis 

Robert 
Dragar 

31 Terri 

Miggliaccio 

 

 





The Skeleton Prophecy 

Jonathan Cahn—The Book of Mysteries 

“Do you remember this place?” the teacher asked. 

In front of us was a large and forbidding valley. 

“This,” he said, “is where I shared with you of the Valley of Dry Bones.” 

We began walking in its midst as we had done the first time. 

“Imagine you are the prophet Ezekiel.  God places you in the midst of a valley like this, 

and it is filled with bones.  He tells you, ‘Prophesy to these bones.’  So you do.  Suddenly 

you see the bones coming together, one by one...skeletons. Then on the skeletons appears 

flesh, and then skin.  Then they come alive.  Do you remember what it all meant?” 

“Israel would come alive again as a nation in the land.” 

“Yes,” said the teacher, “but how?  Israel was not to appear on the earth as other na-

tions.  It would happen as in the Valley of Dry Bones.  First would be the bones, the 

broke, scattered remnants of the ancient nation, the dispersed bones of its culture, of 

its national memory, the people themselves scattered throughout the earth.  So God be-

gan to gather the bones together from the nations,  And what do you then have?” 

“A skeleton?” 

“A skeleton.  And so Israel first appears in the world as a skeletal entity, the skeleton of 

a nation.  Its language, Hebrew, comes back to life first as a skeletal language, the skele-

ton of a once living ancient language,  The government appears first as a skeletal govern-

ment, the culture as a skeletal culture, a skeletal army, a skeletal land...a skeletal nation.  

And then, over time, the flesh appears, exactly as in the vision.  And on the day when Is-

rael was raised from the dead, do you know what appeared on its proclamation of exist-

ence?” 

“What?” 

The words ‘Prophesy to these bones!’ The words from the Valley of Dry Bones.  How im-

possible is it to raise up bones and skeletons and cause them to come alive?” 

“Totally impossible.” 

“And for two thousand years it was totally impossible to raise Israel from the dead.  But 

God said it and God did it.  Never forget that: He is the God of the impossible...the God 

who touches that which is completely hopeless and dead and causes it to come alive again.  

With God, nothing is impossible.  For He is the God of the impossible...the God of the Val-

ly of Dry Bones.” 

Believe God today for the impossible.   



June Prayer  Calendar for   

Centervi l le—Ricevi l le—Parade Street  

“I thank my God upon every  remembrance of you  always In every prayer 
of mine making  request  for you  with a l l  joy ….”    

Phi l ippians 1 :3 ,4  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1 

Gary & Betsy 
Van Tassel 

 

2 

Leon  & 
Wanda Wil-

cox 

 

3 

Maury & 
Kelly Allen 
[Hailee & 
Colton] 

 

4 

DS Dennis & 

Deborah 

Swineford 

Sunday Services 

5 

Bishop Cynthia 

Moore-Koikoi 

 

Pastor Eric Oli-

ver 

6 

Terry & Le-
ora 

Weilacher 

 

7 

Michael & 
Sandi Wright 
[Mike Jr & 

Alyssa] 

 

8 

David & Adah 
Anderson 

 

9 

Bruce & 
Louanne 
Welsh 

 

10 

David Wright 

 

11 

DS Dennis & 

Deborah 

Swineford 

Sunday Services 

12 

Bishop Cynthia 

Moore-Koikoi 

 

Pastor Eric Oli-

ver 

13 

Bill Beers 

 

14 

Joyce Welsh 

 

15 

Verna Yovich 

 

16 

Marie Bigley 

 

17 

Lois Wether-
bee 

 

18 

DS Dennis & 

Deborah 

Swineford 

Sunday Services 

19 

Bishop Cynthia 

Moore-Koikoi 

 

Pastor Eric Oli-

ver 

20 

Janet Adams 

 

21 

Joyce Bran-
don 

 

22 

Bev Wills 

 

23 

Ron & Diane 
Alexander 

 

24 

John & Edith 
Bronson 

 

25 

DS Dennis & 

Deborah 

Swineford 

Sunday Services 

26 

Bishop Cynthia 

Moore-Koikoi 

 

Pastor Eric Oli-

ver 

27 

Gayle Amann 

 

28 

Audrey Allen 

29 

Steve & 
Melissa 

Chamberlain 
[Kaylee & 

Piper] 

30 

Dewey An-
derson  

31 

Mark & Con-
nie Allen 

 

       Our Military family 

Kaitlyn Russell—Navy, Groton, CT * Lee Foltz—Navy, deployed 
Middle East * Michael Smithers—Rangers, state-side * Frank 
Pikutis—Navy, CA * Shane Reynolds—Air Force, deployed Korea 
* Jayde Hoban—Navy, FL * soldiers in Afghanistan 

http://graceheartlandcommunitychurch.org/prayer_works.jpg
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